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Treaty establishing the European Community (Nice consolidated version)
Part Six: General and Final Provisions

Article 299

Article 227 - EC Treaty (Maastricht consolidated version)

Article 227 - EEC Treaty

Article 299

1. This Treaty shall apply to the Kingdom of Belgium, the Kingdom of Denmark, the Federal Republic of
Germany, the Hellenic Republic, the Kingdom of Spain, the French Republic, Ireland, the Italian Republic, the
Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, the Kingdom of the Netherlands, the Republic of Austria, the Portuguese
Republic, the Republic of Finland, the Kingdom of Sweden and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland.

2. The provisions of this Treaty shall apply to the French overseas departments, the Azores, Madeira and the
Canary Islands.

However, taking account of the structural social and economic situation of the French overseas departments,
the Azores, Madeira and the Canary Islands, which is compounded by their remoteness, insularity, small size,
difficult topography and climate, economic dependence on a few products, the permanence and combination of
which severely restrain their development, the Council, acting by a qualified majority on a proposal from the
Commission and after consulting the European Parliament, shall adopt specific measures aimed, in particular,
at laying down the conditions of application of the present Treaty to those regions, including common policies.

The Council shall, when adopting the relevant measures referred to in the second subparagraph, take into
account areas such as customs and trade policies, fiscal policy, free zones, agriculture and fisheries policies,
conditions for supply of raw materials and essential consumer goods, State aids and conditions of access to
structural funds and to horizontal Community programmes.

The Council shall adopt the measures referred to in the second subparagraph taking into account the special
characteristics and constraints of the outermost regions without undermining the integrity and the coherence of
the Community legal order, including the internal market and common policies.

3. The special arrangements for association set out in part four of this Treaty shall apply to the overseas
countries and territories listed in Annex II to this Treaty.

This Treaty shall not apply to those overseas countries and territories having special relations with the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland which are not included in the aforementioned list.

4. The provisions of this Treaty shall apply to the European territories for whose external relations a Member
State is responsible.

5. The provisions of this Treaty shall apply to the Aland Islands in accordance with the provisions set out in
Protocol 2 to the Act concerning the conditions of accession of the Republic of Austria, the Republic of Finland
and the Kingdom of Sweden.

6. Notwithstanding the preceding paragraphs:
(a) this Treaty shall not apply to the Faeroe Islands;

(b) this Treaty shall not apply to the sovereign base areas of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland in Cyprus;

(c) this Treaty shall apply to the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man only to the extent necessary to ensure the
implementation of the arrangements for those islands set out in the Treaty concerning the accession of new
Member States to the European Economic Community and to the European Atomic Energy Community signed
on 22 January 1972.
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